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out the name of Sir John Everard, a name which was dear to
Irish Catholics as that of the man who had, for conscience' sake,
resigned his dignified position upon the Bench. It was in vain
that Sir Christopher Nugent and William Talbot, the legal
oracle of the party, tried to bring back the discussion into its
old channels. Sir Oliver St. John, with the authority of one
who had been a member of the English House of Commons,
rose to second Davies's nomination, and insisted on putting
the question immediately to the vote. It was at that time
customary that those who voted in the affirmative should leave
the House, whilst those who voted in the negative should
remain in their places. When, therefore, St. John and those
who voted with him, were gone, the Catholics, seeing that
they were in a minority, at first refused to be told; but when
they saw that the field was left to themselves they were unable
to resist the temptation of gaining a momentary advantage.
Throwing their argument to the winds, they seated Everard
in the chair before their opponents had time to return.

It was not likely that the leaders of the Government party
should be disconcerted by such a manoeuvre as this. Having
Struggle in quietly counted the number of Davies's supporters,
the House, ^y announced that, as their candidate had obtained
127 votes, and as, though their opponents had refused to be
counted, it was impossible, from the numbers of those who
were known to be present, that they could muster more than
97, Sir John Davies was duly elected Speaker of the House,
Finding that Everard showed no signs of any intention to
leave the chair, the two tellers. Sir Thomas Ridgway and Sir
Richard Wingfield, took Davies in their arms and dropped
him in his opponent's lap. Even this somewhat unparlia-
mentary proceeding, however, was insufficient to effect its
object, and it was only after an unseemly struggle, that the
candidate of the minority was finally ejected from his seat
As soon as Everard and his partisans perceived that they had
no chance in a conflict of this kind, they left the House in a
body. When they reached the outer door they found it locked,
and it was some time before they were able to make their way
out To all entreaties to return, they answered that those who